Background: Duke Kunshan University (DKU) is an interdisciplinary institution that grants
dual undergraduate degrees, an MOE Chinese degree and a degree from Duke University in
Durham, United States. The principal structure of DKU majors is robustly interdisciplinary.
No student confines their study to a single discipline (for example, biology or economics).
Instead, all students engage in broad inquiry related to a subject or question (for example,
political economy or global health) and take a wide variety of courses related to that area
(for example, in public policy, history, ethics, or economics). As a result, our graduates are
prepared to engage in a wide variety of inquiries using multiple methodologies to address
complex issues that require interdisciplinary approaches.

This has implications for our vision and expectations of undergraduate theses and design
projects, which reflect this broad interdisciplinary training. At DKU, every student
completes a two-year project known as signature work which consists of multiple
interconnected parts including thematic courses, experiential learning, capstones, and a
final product. It seeks to integrate students’ interdisciplinary educational experience and
culminates in the creation of a product in a scholarly, creative, or applied nature in leu of an
undergraduate thesis or design required by JED. Because DKU encourages students to
cultivate theirindependence and creativity as one of its institutional student learning
outcomes, the student-led signature work projects often reflect students’ own particular
interdisciplinary interests and training. In addition, signature work has an intensive
emphasis on problem-solving and skill-development which is much needed for any
interdisciplinary inquiry; thus, students’ final products are evidence of transferrable skills
that students have acquired and demonstrated through the 2-year program, rather than
content knowledge narrowly defined by disciplinary training.

In sum, while the Chinese major declared with any given student might be construed
narrowly, the experience of our students is much broader—and intentionally so. Thisis a
distinctive feature of our curriculum, and this distinctiveness results in broadly
interdisciplinary submissions from our graduates’ submitting theses or design projects. We
have designed this to prepare our students for a wide variety of graduate programs in China
and the West, where interdisciplinary training is a competitive advantage.
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ABSTRACT

Abstract (English): 150 - 200 words. An abstract is a brief statement of the problem or the purpose of
the research. It should indicate the theoretical work or experimental plan used, summarize principal
findings of the research, and point out major c onclusions. Appropriate safety information should be

included when applicable. This should be the section you write last to be sure that it accurately reflects

the content of the document.
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Chapter1

INTRODUCTION

This section includes a clear statement of the problem and the reasons for studying it. Provide a detailed
yet concise background discussion of the problem and the significance, scope, and limits of the work.
Outline what has been done previously by citing truly pertinent literature but do not include a general
survey of semi-relevant literature. State how your work differs from earlier work in the field and
demonstrate the continuity from the previous work to your own.



Chapter 2

MATERIAL AND METHODS

This section is obviously discipline specific so use the nomenclature that is common for your discipline.
However, this section should provide sufficient detail about the materials and the methods used so that
other experienced workers can repeat the experiment and obtain comparable results. Cite the appro-
priate literature when using a standard method or protocol and give only the details needed. Identify
the materials used in the research. For example, computer systems used, mathematical theorems ex-
ploited, etc.; give information on the purity of all chemicals and reagents employed in the research;
include the chemical/biological names of all compounds and chemical formulas of substances that are
new or uncommon. Use standard systematic nomenclature to unambiguously define well-established
compounds, processes, equipment, etc.



Chapter 3

RESULTS

Summarize the data collected in this section, and their statistical treatment. Include only relevant
data, but give sufficient detail to justify the conclusions. It is appropriate in this section to use equa-
tions, figures, and tables to display your data. Extensive, but relevant data, should be reserved for an
appendix where it is identified as supporting information.

The table or figure must follow as closely as possible after the paragraph in which it is referenced.
Titles/captions should be kept brief.

3.1 Examples

Here is some inline math, x> > 1, and some display math
1

f x% dx (3.1)
0

And this is how to cite an article [2] or a book [1].

Replace With Your Table

Table 3.1: Parameters for the optimization of the principal component analysis for olive oil
adulteration.

Figure 3.1: The notorious BTC (Brandon The Cat).



Chapter 4

DISCUSSION

The discussion section is where you interpret and compare the results. The objective is to point out the
features and limitations of the work. Relate your results to current knowledge in the field and to the
original purpose for undertaking the project.



Chapter 5

CONCLUSIONS

This section is written to put the interpretation of the results into the context of the original prob-
lem. Do not repeat the discussion points or include irrelevant material. The conclusion should be
based on the evidence presented.
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Appendix A

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL

This template can be viewed on Overleaf at https://www.overleaf.com/read/hxjcgtkhjqcd.
If you have an Overleaf account (either free or paid) you can copy this template to start a new
Overleaf project. If you do not want an Overleaf account you can install TeX on your computer
and download the template files from Overleaf.


https://www.overleaf.com/read/hxjcgtkhjqcd
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