Background:  Duke Kunshan University (DKU) is an interdisciplinary institution that grants dual undergraduate degrees, an MOE Chinese degree and a degree from Duke University in Durham, United States. The principal structure of DKU majors is robustly interdisciplinary. No student confines their study to a single discipline (for example, biology or economics). Instead, all students engage in broad inquiry related to a subject or question (for example, political economy or global health) and take a wide variety of courses related to that area (for example, in public policy, history, ethics, or economics). As a result, our graduates are prepared to engage in a wide variety of inquiries using multiple methodologies to address complex issues that require interdisciplinary approaches.  
This has implications for our vision and expectations of undergraduate theses and design projects, which reflect this broad interdisciplinary training. At DKU, every student completes a two-year project known as signature work which consists of multiple interconnected parts including thematic courses, experiential learning, capstones, and a final product. It seeks to integrate students’ interdisciplinary educational experience and culminates in the creation of a product in a scholarly, creative, or applied nature in leu of an undergraduate thesis or design required by JED. Because DKU encourages students to cultivate their independence and creativity as one of its institutional student learning outcomes, the student-led signature work projects often reflect students’ own particular interdisciplinary interests and training.  In addition, signature work has an intensive emphasis on problem-solving and skill-development which is much needed for any interdisciplinary inquiry; thus, students’ final products are evidence of transferrable skills that students have acquired and demonstrated through the 2-year program, rather than content knowledge narrowly defined by disciplinary training.  
In sum, while the Chinese major declared with any given student might be construed narrowly, the experience of our students is much broader—and intentionally so.  This is a distinctive feature of our curriculum, and this distinctiveness results in broadly interdisciplinary submissions from our graduates’ submitting theses or design projects. We have designed this to prepare our students for a wide variety of graduate programs in China and the West, where interdisciplinary training is a competitive advantage.
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INTRODUCTION
This section includes a clear statement of the research problem, guiding questionsand rationale for developing this project. Provide a detailed yet concise background discussion of the problem and the significance, scope, and limits of the work. Briefly situate your work in relation to a socio-cultural or political issue and outline what has been done previously by citing the most pertinent literature. You do not need to include a general survey of the literature here, which will be covered in the body of your text.  State how your work differs from earlier work in the field and demonstrate the continuity from the previous work to your own.
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This section is obviously discipline specific so use the nomenclature that is common for your discipline. However, this section should provide sufficient detail about the sources, theories, and the methods employed in your study. Discuss the appropriate literature used in the research and how your research fits within this literature. What methods do you use? What theoretical approaches and literature does your work engage with? If you use social research methods (quantitative or qualitative), how do these relate to the analysis of literature? Here, you may need to define key terms for the reader.




















[bookmark: _Toc93021176]MAIN DISCUSSION/ANALYSIS/FINDINGS
Outline here what you found in relation to your research questions or hypotheses, presented in written text, figures, and illustrations. This is where your argument takes shape, and should have sufficient detail to justify your conclusions. Your discussion and analysis should relate your specific findings to the previous research or theory discussed in the previous section. This section might be renamed with sub-chapter headings relevant to your project’s topic, e.g. ‘Why cats love ice cream’, ‘Which ice creams cats especially love’.  Extensive illustrations or tables that are relevant to your discussion, may need to be reserved for an appendix.
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This section is also where you interpret and compare your results. The objective is to point out the features and limitations of the work. Relate your results to current knowledge in the field and to the original purpose for undertaking the project.
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This section is written to put the interpretation of the results into the context of the original problem.  Do not repeat the discussion points or include irrelevant material. The conclusion should be based on the evidence presented. Restate the main research findings. You may also wish to outline amenable areas of future research that your study has revealed. 
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